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Universal Health Care Talking Points
The number of individuals without health insurance is increasing, and is
having a greater toll on the country.

The Uninsured

e In 2003, there were 45 million people (about 15.6% of the population) uninsured
in the United States. This is a jump of 1.4 million from 2002, and an increase of
5.2 million from 2000".

¢ 45 million uninsured means that for every millionaire in the United States in
2003, there were 12 individuals without health insurance?.

¢ The number of uninsured people and the uninsured rate in America has been
increasing since the mid 1980’s despite periods of strong economic growth.>

e 1In 2003, 11.4% of all children, which correlates to 8.4 million were without health
insurance.

e Half of all the uninsured people are white, and 80% live in a family where one of
the individuals work.” About 19.5% of blacks and 18.7% of Asians are without
health insurance.’

¢ The uninsured receive a lower quality of medical care while in the hospital
compared to those with health care. The lack of medical care that the uninsured
have could be improved if these uninsured could be granted health insurance.’
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¢ The uninsured are more likely to die prematurely, die from preventable diseases
and suffer from poorer health and development compared to those who have
health insurance. Every year lack of health coverage is responsible for 18,000
unnecessary deaths.®

Skyrocketing Health Care Costs

e There is no requirement currently for employers to provide health insurance.
Approximately a quarter of workers do not receive coverage through their private
employer.’

e Less people were covered by employment-based health insurance in 2003,
compared to 2002. This was a drop of about 1.3 million people, with 175.3
million people covered by employment-based health insurance in 2003, compared
to 174 million in 2002."

¢ In 2002 there were 69.5 million Americans who did not have insurance at some
point in time during the year. Of those in 2002 who did not have health insurance
at all throughout the year—approximately 44.6 million people, the overwhelming
majority claimed that health insurance was simply too expensive.

® Anuninsured family member can negatively affect the entire family. A family
member without health insurance can cause health services to become more
dangerous to the family’s financial well-being, can lessen the ability to receive
timely health services, and can negatively effect the long-term development and
health of children. '*

The uninsured create higher premiums for the insured
¢ The uninsured often delay seeing a doctor during health problems, or simply
choose not to be treated altogether. This often causes health problems to become
worse, to the point where treatment becomes necessary. About 35% of the bill for
the uninsured will be paid out of the pocket, but the rest of the money (about $43
billion in 2005) will be compensated through other sources. Some of the money
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will come through government compensation, but most of the money will come
through higher premiums on those who have health insurance."

About half of uninsured persons with chronic health conditions forego needed
treatment due to the expensive costs."

On average, health insurance premiums for families covered through private
employer’s had their premiums increase by $922 in 2005 to help cover those who
are uninsured. For individuals covered through private employers, they have seen
their premiums increase on average by $341 to help cover those who are
uninsured. °

In 2010, it is expected that health care premiums for families covered through
private employers will have their premiums increase by $1,502 to cover the costs
of those who are uninsured. Individuals covered through private employers are
expected to see their premiums rise by $532 to cover the costs of the uninsured. *°
According to the Institute of Medicine after a 3-year study on health insurance.
“The estimated value of healthy years of life gained by providing health insurance
coverage to all is almost certainly greater than the costs that would be incurred by
providing those without coverage the same level of services enjoyed by those who
have insurance.”"’

The time is now for Universal Health Care

65% of all people in the United States want a government guaranteed system of
health care'®

According to the World Health Organization, the United States spends the most
per person on health care, but is ranked 37" in Health Care performance.'’

The life expectancy in the US is lower then 20 other nations.”

Universal coverage would provide numerous benefits for the country, including
lessening the gap in health care coverage, and would lessen the economic
pressures on health service providers in areas with large percentages of uninsured
people™.
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